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Pastor’s Post – “God’s Grace” ~ Rev. Donna Gilchrist 

“…but he said to me, ‘My grace is 
sufficient for you, for power is made 
perfect in weakness.’ So I will boast 
all the more gladly of my weakness, 
so that the power of Christ may 
dwell in me.” 
~ 2 Corinthians 12:9, NRSVUE 
 

I’ve been thinking a lot lately about 
how we make it through when life 
seems especially challenging.  
Circumstances can change in an 
instant, and the plans that we make 
can slide sideways.  Death, illness, 
loss, relationships, the state of the 
world, and so many other things can 
impact our lives.  What do we do 
when life seems out of control? 
 
Paul understood circumstances being 
out of his control.  Paul writes that 
the Lord has put a thorn in his flesh, 
and when he asked God to remove it 
he received this reply: “My grace is 
sufficient for you, for power is made 
perfect in weakness.”  At those times 
when we feel weakest and most out 
of control, God is present. 
 
Recently, I was talking with a friend 
who shared, “Just knowing that God 
will get you through is enough.” Each 
of us will have times when we are 
overwhelmed. When Peter 
attempted to walk toward Jesus on 
the water, he made it a few steps, 
until he became focused on the 
chaos around him. It’s easy to get 
lost in the storm, but God will help us 
through whatever we are facing. Like 
Paul, there may be things we endure 

for a lifetime, but God equips us to 
keep showing up with faith despite 
the pain and inconvenience. 
 
To be honest, my friend called at just 
the right time with words that I 
needed to hear in that moment. 
Some might call it coincidence.  I call 
it God’s grace.  This is part of being a 
community of faith.  No one has to 
be perfect, but if we simply show up 
faithfully the Lord will offer us the 
grace we need in ways that we can 
understand. 
 
Pastor Donna 
 
 

 
 

*Scripture quotation is taken from 
the New Revised Standard Version 
Updated Edition. Copyright ©2021 
National Council of Churches of Christ 
in the United States of America. Used 
by permission. All rights reserved 
worldwide. 

SEPTEMBER 2026 



 
 
 
  

AUGUST SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 

WORK GROUP CHAIRS 
Administrative – Jordan Nutter & Cameron Charity 
Property & Grounds – Bob Harrison 
Worship & Education – Gwen Jones 
Fellowship – Libby Adams & Caitlin Charity 
Mission & Outreach – Linda Tuller 
 
Questions and concerns pertaining to the respective areas should be directed to the individuals 
listed above.  
 

• The current contract we have with Donna was approved to be extended for the month of 
December 2026.  The contract will be looked at when the church does the budget work and 
will then be on a January – December schedule. 

• The process of reviewing the membership rolls was started.  Those we have not heard from 
this year will be contacted. 

• We have received $1,600 toward our chair lift needs.  Jordan is looking into ADA grants that 
we might be able to get. 

• Bob, Linda and Donna will be meeting with our landlord to discuss building concerns. 

• A fall cookout is being planned for September 20th.  Details will be out soon. 

• Our Stewardship Sunday will be November 15th. 

• We are working on a joint worship service followed by a traditional Thanksgiving dinner on 
November 23rd.  Details will be out soon. 

• The Cookie Walk will be on December 12th.  We have invited Westside Christian to join us.   

• Kid’s Closet will be open on the 1st and 2nd Wednesday of each month, beginning in 
September.  Volunteers are needed. 

• The Back to School Bash was a success.  The money from our August loose coin offering will 
be divided between Meadows, Loman Hills, and Robinson. 

• The Presbytery will (met) on August 25th.  Gwen will serve(d) as commissioner. 
 
**If you are interested in assisting with any of the Work Groups listed, please contact the 
corresponding Session member or the church office.  
 

 
“And let us consider how to provoke 

one another to love and good deeds,” 
~ Hebrews 10:24 ~ 



 

  

 
 
 
 

Potwin Presbyterian Church 
400 SW Washburn Ave 

Topeka, KS 66606 
(785)235-1311 

 
 

Find us on Facebook or visit us online at 
www.potwinpres.org 

 
 

Rev. Donna Gilchrist, Pastor 
Libby Adams, Pastoral Assistant 

Gwen Jones, Music Director 
Angela Juarez, Office Assistant 

Erica Marshall, Financial Secretary 
Linda Tuller & Jordan Nutter, Co-Treasurers 

 
 

Session 
Rev. Donna Gilchrist, Moderator 

2026  2027  2028 
Bob Harrison Gwen Jones Cameron Charity 
Libby Adams Jordan Nutter Caitlin Charity 
Linda Tuller 
Vacant – Youth Elder (1 year term) 
 

Clerk of Session: Gwen Jones 
Building Coordinator: Pat Abbey 

 

Administrative Council 
Cameron Charity 

Jordan Nutter 
 
 

Sunday School Team – contact church office 
Adult Bible Study – contact church office 

PNK Youth Representative – contact church office 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Thank you for your generous 
contributions to the 

“Back to School Drive” 
in the month of August. 

 

 
 

 

 

BALANCE 7/1/26     $10,507.94 

July Receipts     $11,074.44 

July Disbursements    $  8,319.46 

BALANCE 7/31/26     $13,262.92 

 

RESERVE ACCOUNTS    $37,987.85 

  

ONLINE GIING OPTION – Please scan the QR code 

below if you are interested in using our online giving 

option through Subsplash. 

 

FINANCIAL NEWS 

We have paid our General Mission and Theological 

Education pledges to the Presbytery as well as the 2026 

per capita. 



 

  

Ann Mickey      2nd 
Roger Currier     3rd 
Cathy Ramirez     7th 
Isaac Juarez      9th 
Jordan Nutter   11th 
Bianca Juarez   24th 
Wyatt Scott    29th 

 

 

Like God the Father, 
we celebrate the day 

you were born! 

If we don’t have you or 

your loved ones on our 

birthday list, and you 

would like to be 

included, please email 

Angela or the church and 

let us know. 

Loose Coin Offering 

 

September – Helping Hands 
Humane Society, Inc. 

 

As advocates for animal welfare, Helping Hands 
Humane Society, Inc. provides sanctuary for animals in 
need of compassionate care and protection. Their 
mission includes: 

• Fostering the adoption of healthy animals into 
responsible homes and reuniting lost animals 
with their owners. 

• Reducing overpopulation. 

• Providing an accessible facility with effective 
leadership and well-trained staff. 

• Serving the community through education and 
addressing animal welfare issues. 

 
 
 

Deadline for October 
Potwin Post is Sept. 20* 
 
Please email your submissions to Angela 
Juarez at arp0371@gmail.com or 
potwinchurch@att.net. 
 

*Any submissions received 
after the deadline WILL NOT be 
included in the next Potwin 
Post. No exceptions. 



 

  

If you have any items you would like to add to the Prayer List, please contact Angela Juarez or the 
church office. If a name has been removed that you would like to keep on the list, please let us 
know. The Prayer List will be published in the newsletter every month. 
 

• All students and staff as they have begun a new school year 

• Rev. Ivan Greuter of West Side Baptist Church – cancer diagnosis 

• Rev. K.O. Noonoo of Westminster Presbyterian Church – health concerns 

• We lift up those names and concerns that are mentioned each Sunday during church. 

• All those with health concerns, whether it be for themselves or loved ones. 

• Church Elders and the Shared Ministry Task Force as they continue working together to 
keep the covenant between Potwin Presbyterian and Westside Christian. 

• All those dealing with tragic circumstances such as fires, storms, and other natural 
disasters. 

• All those mourning the loss and absence of loved ones. 

• Our nation and its leaders that they will be wise and compassionate, working for the good 
of all. 

• May we come together by letting go of fear, anger, divisiveness, and instead embrace 
Christ’s ways of love. May we continue working towards eliminating all forms of 
oppression in our society and to speak up when we see injustices. 

• All those struggling with addiction, mental illness, homelessness, victims of human 
trafficking, etc. 

• Our nation’s military, police, fire and emergency personnel here and around the world. 

• Our mission partners including: Presbyterian Mission Agency, Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance, Doorstep, Midtown Community Services, Topeka Rescue Mission, Heartland 
Camps, World Central Kitchen, Helping Hands Humane Society, Topeka Center for Peace 
and Justice, Westside Christian and West Side Baptist Churches. 



 

  



 

  



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Kids' Closet, a mission outreach of Potwin and West Side Christian Church, will begin operation again in September.  Now 
located at West Side Christian, it will be open for parents to choose clothing on the first and second Wednesday of each month 
from 3:30-5:30pm.  While they focus on clothing for ages 5-12, they will accept donations of larger items as well.  Particularly 
needed are Halloween costumes, winter coats, and boys’ pants/jeans.   
 
They would also be glad to have volunteers who would launder donated clothing.  When baby clothes or other smaller items 
are received, they are taken to Westside Baptist for their Baby Closet.  Potwin has supported this mission for some time as 
well.   
 
 Up to 3 volunteers each day they are open are needed.  One volunteer simply stays at the door to welcome families and direct 
them to the Closet.  If you would like to help with this project, contact Danielle Euler at 785 224 3150 or email her 
at Sheaeuler@gmail.com.  

HEARTLAND CAMPS AQUATIC CENTER 
EXPANSION FUNDRAISER 

For generations, the pool has been the heartbeat 
of a Heartland summer. It's where the shy camper 
makes a first friend, where a family group creates 
community, where a hot afternoon becomes the 
memory a camper carries home. This fall, they are 
breaking ground on eight new changing rooms and 
a covered deck. It's more than shade. It's where 
campers gather in small groups, open their Bibles, 
and wait together for swim time. Then, as soon as 
the remaining funds are in place, they renovate the 
old bathhouse into a clean, welcoming, year-round 
space. The result: a pool experience that serves 
more kids, more comfortably, for decades. And a 
place that tells every camper, you belong here, and 
someone cared enough to build it for you. They're 
at $215,000 of our $405,000 goal, with a $50,000 
Mabee Foundation challenge grant waiting to be 
unlocked when they raise the rest. Every gift 
moves a shovel closer to the ground.  
Join them: https://buff.ly/NVwdzuM 
 

MISSION NEWS & UPDATES 

mailto:Sheaeuler@gmail.com
https://buff.ly/NVwdzuM?fbclid=IwcGRvZgVleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETE4ZGl2NklXT1FZZ3E1V3pHc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHongupNwRGNkrahAvKzXo58YNBSE4lg-gpscRzsOc1-UBODpVSEatzIGpwxz_aem_AS0LhmFbLoarOZDQzsGYeA


 



 

 

  



 



 



 



 

  Topeka Rescue Mission Needs List 
PRIORITY NEEDS: Donations can be brought to our Distribution Center at 401 NW Norris, Monday-Friday 8 am to 
3:45 pm. This list highlights our most needed items right now, but we will gladly accept other donations as well, 
such as: clothing of all sizes, appliances, furniture, housewares, nonperishable/perishable foods, etc. For questions 
or to speak with our Distribution Center, call (785)357-4285. 
 
GENERAL DISTRIBUTION CENTER NEEDS 
Urgent Food Items: Loaves of Bread, Peanut Butter, Frozen Meals, Canned Soups (All Types) 
 

Food Items Always Needed: 

• Canned Proteins (Tuna, Chicken, Sloppy Joe, Beans, Chili, etc.) 

• Peanut Butter & Grape Jelly, Loaves of Bread 

• Dry Pasta (All Types), Pasta Sauce, Rices (All Types) 

• Cereals, Oatmeal 

• Canned Soups (All Types), Canned Fruit, Canned Vegetables 

• SpagettiOs, Frozen Meals (Pot Pies, Pizza, Corn Dogs, Frozen Meals), Meat – All Types (Must be USD 
Certified) 

 

Clothing: 

• Men’s & Women’s Underwear (NEW) 

• Men’s Jeans – Size 30-40 

• Men’s Shirts – Any Size 

• Packages of Socks 

• Baby Diapers – Size 4-5 

• Pull-Ups – Size 2t/3t & 4t/5t 
 

Toiletries: 

• Baby Lotion/Shampoo/etc. 

• Full Size Conditioner 

• Men’s & Women’s Deodorant 

• Q-tips & Foot Powder 

• Ibuprofen, Tylenol, Cough Drops, Tums 

• Razors & Shaving Cream 

• Brushes/Hairbands 
 
KITCHEN NEEDS 

• Variety of Meats (Beef, Sausage, Pork, Chicken) 

• Liquid Eggs 

• Loaves of Bread & Hamburger/Hot Dog Buns 

• Lunch Meat 

• Canned Fruits/Vegetables (#10 type cans preferred) 
 
MAP NEEDS (Please visit https://www.trmonline.org/needslist to see additional specific MAP needs that can be 
purchased on Amazon and shipped directly to TRM.) 

• Women’s Underwear size small 4-6 

• Men’s Underwear sizes 30-36 

• Men’s Jeans sizes 30-36 

• Travel size deodorant, conditioner, lotion, soap & shampoo 
 
 

https://www.trmonline.org/needslist


 

 

  



 

 

  

EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
CHURCH OFFICE HOLIDAY HOURS – The church office will be closed on Monday September 7th in 
observance of Labor Day. Calls and messages will be returned when we return to the office. 
CONGRATULATIONS –  The Abbey family has welcomed two new great-grandchildren into their 
family. Charlie and Joanie Abbey’s daughter Karli and husband Jordan Koch added a baby girl, 
Lennon Dawn to their family on March 28th. She joins two brothers, Hinton and Kord. Lauren and 
Grant Wooster had their first child, a son named Colt Dean, on July 30th. Lauren is the daughter of 
the late Darren Abbey. Congratulations to Pat who is their great-grandmother. 
TEA TIME WITH PAT ABBEY – You are cordially invited to join Pat Abbey at her home on Thursday 
September 3rd at 2:30 PM for “Tea Time”, conversation, and fun! Complete details are listed on 
the flyer shown on page 6 of this newsletter. 
ALL-CHURCH PICNIC – To celebrate fall and back to school and return of our bell choir we are 
planning to have an all-church picnic on Sunday September 20th.  Dale Schutte has agreed to 
bring his grill and cook the meats so you can bring sides or desserts to share.  Weather permitting, 
we plan on being outside in our side yard (prayer garden) so bring lawn chairs.  Also, to further 
our mission project and help us meet our goal for Doorstep, please bring your donations of bar 
soap and canned vegetables.   We plan to eat about 11:00. However, after church there will be 
social time and other fun activities. Refer to the flyer shown on page 6 of this newsletter. 
BELL CHOIR & MUSIC NEWS – Handbell Choir rehearsals resume on September 8th at 6:00 PM. We 
are still looking for 2-3 additional ringers. If you are interested – or know someone who might be – 
please contact Gwen Jones. No music reading or handbell experience is required; we will happily 
teach you. Come join the fun! 
BLESSING BOX & LITTLE LIBRARY – Our Blessing Box and Little Library are being constantly refilled 
to meet needs in our neighborhood. Many in our neighborhood have been assisting us in this 
effort. Thanks to all who contribute to these local missions. Remember our blessing box when you 
shop as it is always in need of items. 
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TOPEKA, KS 66606 
(785)235-1311 
 
 
 
 
 

Potwin Presbyterian Church is a safe and 
sacred place to worship God where Christ’s 

love is revealed through actively and joyfully 
sharing, caring, and giving to others in our 

congregation, community, and world. 
 

You can find us online at 
www.potwinpres.org & on Facebook at 

https://www.facebook.com/PotwinChurch. 
 

You can reach us by email at 
potwinchurch@att.net 


